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Tour Of Duty

1923 - Berndlillo, New Mexico (S. Nicholas School)
1928 - Lafayette, Louisiana(De La Salle Christian Broth-
ers)

1950 - Berndillo, New Mexico (St. Nicholas School)
1952 - Lafayette, Louisiana (De La Salle Christian Broth-
ers)

1998 - Died December 6



In John Pielmeier’s stage play Agnes of God, Doctor Livington
asks Mother Meriam: “Do you think saints ever existed?’ “Yes|
do,” Mother Meriam responds. Dr. Livingston asks: “Would you
like to become one?’ “Become one? My dear, one does not be-
come asaint; aperson isborn asaint,” Mother Meriam responds.
Dr. Livington presses on with encouraging words: “You could
try! You couldtry tobegood!” Mother Meriam answers. “Good-
ness has very little to do with it; some of the saints were a little
crazy. But, they were souls completely attached to God; attached
to God at birth.” On December 6, 1998, such a soul passed into
eternity.

Brother Bernardo was born in Embudo, New Mexico, on Septem-
ber 24, 1903. Hewasthe son of Antonio Roybal and the former
Emilia

Duran. Heissurvived by his brothers, Jose and Emilio Roybal of
Santa Fe, New Mexico.

Brother Ralph Baltz, who was Brother Bernardo's Director for
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spoke freely and enthusiastically about his early
life in Embudo, New Mexico. Besides the epi-
sodes of happy family life, he recalled the diffi-
culties of crossing the Rio Grande by horse and
wagon, of the little chores on his father’s farm,
of his injury that left him limping the rest of his
life. It seems his father sent him into his barn
yard to feed the animals, telling him not to be
afraid. He wasn'’t paying attention when a large
goat rushed at him and butted him on the hip.”

Among his family members, Brother Bernardo was consid-
ered, at an early age, to be a a person close to God. His
brother Emilio recalls their mother saying: “Julian is a saint.
Helives peacefully and humbly in atype of prayerful solitude.”

Early in 1920, Brother Bernardo's younger brother Gregorio
preceded him in entering the Christian Brothers. Brother
Bernardo (1)

wasvery closeto Gregorio and missed him very much. Hisfather,
sensing Julian's lonelinessasked: Do you want tojoin Gregorio?”'
Heanswered: “Yes!”
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Brother Bernardo (Left, Age 18),
with his Father Antonio (Center)
and younger brother Gregorio (Right)
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In 1921, at the age of seventeen he entered the Brothers Junior
Novitiate in Las Vegas, New Mexico. On October 22, 1921, he
received the religious habit of the Christian Brothers. His final
profession of vows took place on August 18, 1928. Throughout
his seventy-seven years as a Christian Brother, hewas stationed in
only three places: Las Vegas, New Mexico, Bernalillo, New
Mexico, and Lafayette, Louisiana. He was a resident of De La
Salle- Christian Brothers of Lafayette, LA, for seventy years.

It was while stationed at St. Nicholas School in Bernalillo, N.M.,
that he had another injury that probably contributed to his stooped
posturein hislater years. Brother Ralph Baltz givesthefollowing
information:
“During his time at Bernalillo when he was help-
ing Brother Nazaire harvest the hay crop, Brother
Bernardo fell head first from the loft down onto
the hay wagon. He didn’'t say how much or how
long he suffered; he simply let me know some-
thing of his past.”

From 1928 - 1950, Brother Bernardo was stationed at DelLaSalle
in Lafayette, LA. Brother Ralph Baltz gives usinsight into those
years:

“The spirit of faith and obedience must have
been very profound in Brother Bernardo. He of-
ten recalled his early years at Magnolia under
the care of Brother Anatolien Alfred: years of
the Depression and of frugality in every form.
He was never bitter or complaining -- merely
frank about the amount of work exacted of him
in those 18-hour workdays that usually began
with 4:30 rising (1:30 a.m. on laundry day when
he had to get up to start the fire in the boiler so
that work could go “full steam” right after break-
fast), and included gathering garden produce,
storing it, preparing it for the kitchen, and often
canning it late into the evening. As he re-
counted these things (3)

to me he would just smile, shake his head and
seem to gently convey to me the satisfaction of
‘those were the days -- hard days under brother
Alfred’s care.” He was grateful for them and for
what he accomplished. During all my years with
Brother Bernardo, | never once found him re-
sentful, cross or ill-humored. A quick wit and a
ready smile were characteristics of this humble
man.”

In 1950, Brother Bernardo was transferred again to St. Nicolas
School in Bernalillo, NM. Theyear 1952 saw him back at DeLa
Sallein Lafayette, LA. Thistimehewouldremainat DeLaSalle
for the remainder of hislife. Asaways, Brother Bernardo took
delight in hard work. Brother Daniel Duplantis provides the fol-
lowing remembrance:
“When | think of Brother Bernardo, | can’t help
but think of service and a man who has mas-
tered what Wilfred A. Peterson calls the ‘Art of
Work.” Work has always brought Brother
Bernardo to life; it has been the means he has
used to ‘set himself in motion’ day by day; it
has always been the means for his ‘prayer with-
out ceasing,’ his offering, his way of showing
that he cares.

He made himself what might be termed a ‘ca-
reer laborer’ among the Christian Brothers. He
worked with enthusiasm and gusto. But the
mastery of work brought about a deeper trans-
formation in the life of Brother Bernardo; his
whole life was one of love. Love for God, love
for his Brothers and love for all men were totally
evident in his life. From this great love has pro-
ceeded a tremendous service which was ad-

mired by all.”
On the occasion of his seventy-fifth birthday the following testi-

monial was given at the banquet inhishonor. It givesussome
insight into 4



Brother Bernardo’s personality:

“He’s either praying or working! That's what it
looks like, anyway. If you don’t find him in the
garden or in the kitchen be sure to look in the
chapel before checking his room. This regime
of PRAYER and WORK from his earliest youth
has made of Brother Bernardo a most peaceful
religious and a most helpful confrere.

He is serious but never despondent; he is sol-
emn but not dismal; he certainly is not a prophet
of doom since he is so gracious and full of joy;
he is not morose nor of adour disposition since
one feels at ease in his presence and even el-
evated at being in contact with such a great man
of God. There never seems to be an anxious
frown on his brow but always a very quiet smile
which radiates sunshine wherever he goes with-
out blinding others with a make-believe veneer
of ‘jolly good fellowism.” Hisis agenuine PEACE
engendered by a generous spirit, a willingness
to give himself for others, and a deep faith in
God.”

Brother Bernardo also took great joy in music. Brother Ralph
Baltzrecalls:

“He learned how to play the harmonica, the
ocarina and the recorder. We delighted to hear
the melodies of Christmas carols, sacred hymns
and patriotic songs that came from his room on
Sundays and holidays, when he had more free
time.”

“Quite often he would sit in the community room
and watch the Country Western music channel.
Frequently, at the end of a song he would say:
‘too sad’ or ‘ good beat.” In the community
chapel he would always take part in the singing.
When he didn’t know the melody, he would keep
time with a graceful movement of his hand. He
loved the Christmas Carol: “Il Est Ne”, and would
sing it regardless of the time of year. When he
was 92, he was scheduled to sing that carol for
our neighbors the Discalced Carmelite nuns,
during the Christmas season. Due to a cold,
the performance had to be cancelled.”

Theadvance of old age began to have adebilitating effect on Brother
Bernardo. A series of medical problems caused him discomfort,
but he never complained. If you asked him how hewasdoing, his
reply was always. “Bueno”, or "Bien." On occasions when he
didn’t care to take food he would say “mala.” He always wanted
to be with the community for prayer, mass, socials, meals and the
evening news. Brother Bernardo dragged hisweakened framefrom
place to place, wanting to be present to the community. It was
only in 1988 that he stopped trying to do work for the community;
it became too difficult for him to get around. On occasion, he
would help with the snapping of string beans. By 1993, it was
necessary to have a Brother assigned to help Brother Bernardo
throughout the day. Brother Jerry Vincent served ashis care-giver
for the last six years of Brother Bernardo's life. Other Brothers
would help out on occasion in order that Brother Jerry could get
somerest. Brother Rene Clerc gives the following remembrance

of hishelping to care for Brother Bernardo:
“It was far beyond my comprehension when |

was a novice, but about two years before
Bernardo’s death, | had the opportunity to care
for him on occasion. He was always smiling and

Brother LouisWelker, Brother Bernardo's director for thelast ten
years of his life, gives these observations concerning Brother
Bernardo’slove of music:
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never complained, even when | walked him out
of the room without his shoes on. In a joking
way, he exclaimed, ‘Zapatas.” When it was

my (6)



weekend to get him up, | would crow like a
rooster when | opened the door. He would re-
spond in kind and begin talking to me in Span-
ish or French (neither of which | understood),
and when I reminded him of that he switched to
English. We would sing together and he would
laugh the whole while. One day | offered him a
ride around the circle in a wheel chair. As we
left the building, he told Brother Brendan
Martinez, in Spanish, ‘Why is the burro in the
back of the cart?’

That gentle, peaceful, simple, smiling man was
truly Emmanuel for us.”

In September of 1998, Brother Bernardo stopped eating. It was
decided that he should enter L ourdes Hospital for tests. The doc-
tor discovered that he had a knot in his colon. Surgery was re-
quired to relieve the pain, but it was really the beginning of the
end. Brother Bernardo remained in the hospital for sometime, but
never really regained hisstrength. With the help of Brother Clarence
Fioke, Visitor, the community was able to hire two nursesto care
for Brother Bernardo at home. Several times during the next few
months it appeared that Brother Bernardo was near the end. To-
ward the middle of November he no longer cared to eat. Occa-
sionally, hewould rally and take some food; his condition dramati-
cally weakened. A few daysbefore hisdeath, he sat up inbed and
said: “Coffeetime.” For the next few days he rallied, but on the
morning of December 6, 1998, he beganto dip away. Theend was
painful for him, and at 2:05 p.m. he entered into eternal rest.

At thehomily given by Brother LouisWelker at the Mass of Chris-
tian Burial for Brother Bernardo, Brother Louis stated:

“One of the things that | truly believe is that
BrotherBernardo was a Saint. Today we are
saying good-bye to a Saint. Whenever | was in
the presence of Brother Bernardo, | always had
the (7)

feeling that I was on holy ground and should take
off my shoes. His face was incredibly beautiful!
Looking at his wrinkled face and into his eyes,
one could see the very light of his soul. So of-
ten, [ felt that I was looking into the face of Christ.
And Christ was looking back at me.”

Intheplay: Agnesof God, Mother Meriam was questioned about
saints. Sheresponded: "Goodness has very little to do with it.”
Thisissotrue! Our saintsstill insist how little self-determination
contributes to one’s growth in holiness. The saints have discov-
ered that God loves us, not because we are good, but because He
is. InhisAutobiography, The Seven Sorey Mountain, by Thomas
Merton, one reads the words: “The greatest tragedy in lifewould
be not to be asaint.” Thisis one tragedy that Brother Bernardo
never had to worry about!

TheMass of Christian Burial washeld at 11:00 a.m. on December

8, 1998. Interment took place in Christian Brothers cemetery in
Lafayette, BX: Brother LouisWelker, FSC

Director of De La Salle - Christian Broth-

Brother Bernardo on the occasion of his
Golden Jubilee of Final Vowsin 1978
Left toright: Brothers Adrian Pfarr, Paul Walsh,
Thomas Canty, Bernardo, Gregory Wright, Mel Bock
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Brother Bernardo Roybal, FSC
(Julian Roybal)
September 24, 1903 - December 6, 1998

Eulogy given by Brother LouisWelker, FSC at the Mass of Chris-
tianBurial.

Brother Bernardo came from Embudo, New Mexico. Hewasborn
September 24, 1903. At the age of 17 he entered the Brothers
Junior Novitiate in Las Vegas, New Mexico. At the age of 18, he
became anovice, and at age 25, he made his perpetual profession
as a Christian Brother.

In asociety where up-ward mobility isanimportant agenda, Brother
Bernardo's life agenda was very simple: God and his Brothers.
Throughout his seventy-seven years as a Christian Brother, hewas
only stationed inthreedifferent places. LasVegas, NM, Berndillo,
NM, and Lafayette, LA. Hewas aresident of De La Salle Chris-
tian Brothersin Lafayette for the past 70 years.

One of thethingsthat | truly believeisthat Brother Bernardo was
a Saint. Today we are saying good-bye to a Saint. Whenever |
was in the presence of Brother Bernardo, | always had the feeling
that | was on holy ground and should take off my shoes. Hisface
wasincredibly beautiful! Looking at hiswrinkled faceandinto his
eyes, one could seethevery light of hissoul. So often, | felt that |
was looking into the face of Christ. And Christ was|ooking back
at me.

Brother Bernardo was never a classroom teacher, but he was a
teacher. Throughout the last 10 years he taught me how to recog-
nize the various faces of Christ.

Christ the Worker: Brother Bernardo was a "career laborer”
among the Christian Brothers. He never looked upon work as a
type of slavery or drudgery, but rather it was his mission among
the Brothers. Brother Daniel Duplantis described Brother
Bernardo's approach to work in the following words: "It was his
prayer without ceasing, his off¢gng of self, his showing that he

from work when he was 85. One day | asked him: "How old
were you, Brother Bernardo, when you retired?' He responded:
"I don't remember.” | asked: "Wereyou 80 or 827" Heresponded:
"I don't remember.” | asked: "Well, did you go to the Brother
Director and ask to retire?' He responded: "No, | just stopped
working." | asked: "Do you think wewill haveto work in heaven?'
He responded: "You don't understand heaven, and you ask too
many questions.”

The Gentle Christ: Brother Bernardo was always kind toward
others, he was never cross with others, and alwaystried to lend a
helping hand. He showed tremendous love for his Brothers. He
never spokeill of another; never condemned anyone; hewas gentle.
Likewise, no one ever spokeill of him.

TheGrieving Christ: AsJesuswept for Lazarus, | saw Brother
Bernardo weep when his blood-brother Gregorio passed away a
few years ago. He kept saying: "Gregorio isin heaven,” and he
wept. | had to inform him of Gregorio's death, and over the next
few days he would guestion me as to whether Gregorio had truly
passed away.

Christ, Son of Mary: Brother Bernardo had a great devotion to
the Blessed Virgin Mary. God only knows how many rosaries he
said aday. Therosary was constantly in hishands. It wasagreat
spiritual experience to watch him saying the rosary. It was like
someone savoring a glass of fine wine. He said the rosary very
slowly and reverently. He would move very slowly from bead to
bead and one could feel his devotion to the Blessed Mother.

Christ at Prayer: Brother Daniel Duplantis once said: "If you
can't find Brother Bernardo, check the Chapel before going to his
room." Brother Bernardo could spend hours in the Chapel and
one could sense hisunion with God. 1t was made manifest for the
good of others. Brother Bernardo wrote: "AsaBrother, | learned
how to pray and contemplate, to be close to God.

The Laughing Christ: Brother Bernardo had a great sense of
humor. Inavery rea way heloved to tease. When | would speak
to him in English, he would answer in French. When | would
speak to him in French he WdH answer in Spanish, when |




Spanish he would answer in English. It was a no win situation!
Once when Brother Jerry Vincent and | were discussing house fi-
nancesin the presence of Brother Bernardo, wereally didn't think
he understood what we weretalking about. | mentioned to Brother
Jerry that we could make budget if we could cut out, or cut back
on a few things around the community. Brother Bernardo re-
sponded by saying: "Can we keep the house?’

Lastly, The Suffering Christ: Theend wasnot easy for Brother
Bernardo. The last two months of hislife and especially the last
week were extremely painful for him. Severa times we thought
the end was very close, but herallied. Onthe Thursday before his
death, we could not get him to respond in any way. | asked him:
"Brother Bernardo, if you can hear me wiggle your big toe." He
did. | asked: "Brother Bernardo, is the Blessed Mother getting
ready to take you hometo heaven?' Hewiggled both bigtoes. On
the day of his death, he experienced tremendous pain. He was
conscious, sitting up in bed. Hewould grip therailings of hisbed
to help him endure the pain. It was hard on all present to see him
suffering in such amanner, but | began to realize that hewas united
with Christ on Calvary. He seemed, in our eyes, to beweak, but he
was embracing hisdestiny. | am surethat he offered his sufferings
for the good of al the Brothers and those he loved. In 1956, he
wrote: "My Lord and my God, even at this present time | accept
willingly and with al my heart, from Your hands, the manner of my
death. Whatever it may be, when it shall please You to come for
me, with all itsanguish, pains and sufferings.”

In conclusion, for many years Brother Bernardo was the cook at
Magnolia. He kept ajournal of all his menus. On big feast days,
he would write on the menu: "lce cream for everybody in the
house!” So, in honor of Brother Bernardo, after the burial, there
will beice cream for everybody in the house.

I would like to thank all of you for being present today. A special
thanksto Brother Jerry Vincent, who was Brother Bernardo'shealth
care giver during the past six years. Also to Ola Fontenot and
Shirley Meche, nurses who helped us care for Brother Bernardo
for the last few months. Thanlz f/l?u for being here.

Brother Bernardo
in
1973 at age 71

At age 94,
relaxing in his favorite
chair in the Brothers
community room
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