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   De La Salle – Christian Brothers                                                                   

              1522 Carmel Dr.                                                                            Brother Jerry Vincent, FSC

             Lafayette, LA 70501                                                                   Director of Vocations & Formation

10-28-03

Dear Brothers and Lay Colleagues,

I would like to take this opportunity to reflect with you on some of the things that are suggested when we pray “For our students, that they might hear the call.” This is Day Three in the Vocation Novena. I would like to approach this as a meditation in which a series of questions are proposed for consideration to those whom we teach.

1. What does it mean to be in Lasallian School? “What distinguishes a Lasallian school from all others is the Practice of the Presence of God. An awareness of the Presence of God is an essential filter for what Lasallian educators do with and for students.”[Joseph Desimore]
2. Why has God in his Divine Plan allowed you to attend a Lasallian School? Are you aware that you are one of about 200,000 students that attend a Lasallian School in the USA each day?

3. Does God have a plan for you in His mystery of salvation? How does one become aware of this plan?

4. As disciples of Jesus are you aware that you are called not only to be formed and instructed, but also to share in the mission of Jesus Christ?

5. The Spirit of our Lasallain Family is the Spirit of Faith? When St. La Salle speaks about the Spirit of Faith he is referring to a radical trust in God? Is this your concept of the Spirit of Faith? Are you instilling into your students (disciples) this radical trust in God?

6.  What about the Spirit of Zeal? The Spirit of Zeal is the Spirit of Faith in Action. Faith and zeal are two aspect of the same Spirit. Faith overflows into zeal, zeal is rooted in Faith.  According to the Brothers’ Rule the spirit of our Lasallian Family is a spirit of faith, and an ardent zeal for the instruction of children. [B. Luke. Salm]

7. What is a LasallianYouth/Lasallian Collegians? Are all of our students considered Lasallian Youth/Lasallian Collegians or is it just a club for some? How are we, as teachers, showing support for the Lasallian Youth/Collegians that we come in contact with each day?  Are our students given the opportunity of seeing that just as God lead St. John Baptist de La Salle from one commitment to another in his life, we as teachers and administrators, are suppose to lead our students from one commitment to another in order that they might see the Divine Plan of God in their lives?

8 Is the Charism of the Brothers of the Christian Schools brought to the attention of our students/disciples? The Mission of the Lasallian Educator is the Human and Christian Education of Youth, especially poor youth. Our mission [as teachers] is to make the loving and saving presence of Jesus Christ a visible and effective reality in the lives of the young. 

9 How does the word “ASSOCIATION” fit into the remarks given above? “Association is the cornerstone of being Lasallian. Today, Lasallian educators are challenged to associate themselves with others in order to be brothers and sisters to them, and older brothers and sisters to the young people whom they meet” “In a Lasallian school, teachers come together as brothers and sisters, in association. Associated people work in mutual respect, that is, with tolerance, generosity, patience, humor, and humility.” [B. G. Rummery]

Sincerely yours,

Brother Jerry Vincent FSC
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